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OKAY, ALRIGHT, 
IM HERE, YOU’RE 
HERE... LET’S GET THIS 
RIDICULOUSNESS 
DONE WITH. 


NO NEED FOR THE 
ATTITUDE, SIDESWIPE. L 
TOLD YOU WE’D BE HAVING THIS 
CONVERSATION ONCE THINGS 
HAD SETTLED DOWN. 


YOU KNOW THERE’*S 
MORE TO IT THAN THAT. 
THE DECEPTICON WAS 

SEVERELY BEATEN- 


AND THIS 
IS JUST THE MOST 
RECENT BLEMISH ON © 
YOUR RECORD. HOUND IN 
PARTICULAR HAS NOTED A 
NUMBER OF OCCASIONS OF 
YOUR WANTON INSUBORDIN- 
ATION UNDER HIS 
COMMAND. 


THERE WERE 
ALOT OF CIRCUM- 
STANCES BACK THEN, 
YOU KNOW THATL 


WELL, THAT?S 
WHY WERE HERE. 
SO I CAN HEAR YOU 
OUT. THIS WON’T BECOME F 
A DISCIPLINARY UN- 
LESS I DECIDE IT 
NEEDS TO- 


FINE, JUST- I CANT 
BELIEVE I°M HAVING A 
DISCIPLINARY BECAUSE I 
GOT IN A FIGHT WITH 
A PECEPTICON- 


THE 

WHOLE THING WITH 
SUNSTREAKER, THE 
“EXPANSION” MESS, 

THE SURGE, AND LOSING 

SUNSTREAKER AGAIN--- 

IT MADE ME CHANGE 

THE WAY I LOOK 
AT THINGS- 


I MEAN, 
YEAH, I CAN 
BE HOT-TEMPERED 
AND RECKLESS, BUT 
I’M TRYING TO DO 
BETTER- 


OKAY, WELL... AFTER 
THE CHAOS WITH GALVATRON 
AND THE DEAD UNIVERSE, 
EVERYTHING WAS A MESS. IT 
TOOK US AWHILE TO REGROUP 
AND FIGURE OUT WHO WAS 
EVEN STILL AL/VE- 


THE DECEPTICONS 
WERE WORN OUT AND 
CONFUSED, IN NO CONDITION TO 
FIGHT. THROW INTO ALL OF THAT WHAT 
HAPPENED TO CYBERTRON ITSELF, 
WITH NO MEANS OF LEAVING, AND 
THE ‘CONS HAD GIVEN UP AND WERE 


PRETTY DOCILE. EVEN BEFORE YOU / 


AND THE OTHERS GOT BACK 
FROM EARTH- 


CUETO L KNOW, RIGHT? THE 
OnE Ouc\ WHOLE FREAKIN’ DECEPTICON 
¥ THIS) aRMy, HELPLESS AS A PROTO- 
nee FORM AND DOING EXACTLY WHAT 
Z WE SAY. YOU GOTTA ADMIT, 
HOT ROP DID GooD. 


YOU WOULDN'T 
Sl CATCH ME GOING BY 
A NAME SWINPLE 
GAVE ME. 


HEARD THAT WE’RE 
ALL GONNA HAVE TO 
REFORMAT \INTO MORE 
APPROPRIATE MODES SINCE 
WE’RE TALKING ABOUT STICK- 
ING AROUND, AND THOUGHT 17D 
TRY SOMETHING DIFFERENT 
BEFORE COMMITTING TO A 
NEW FORM. WHADDAYA 
THINK? 


I THINK YOU 
LOOK LIKE YOU 
WANT TO BE A 
STUNTICON- 


ie 
RED AND 
WHITE IT /S, 


NO, I MEAN 1°M 
SURPRISED THAT 
MORE DECEPTICONS 
DIDN'T MAKE A BREAK 
FOR IT IN ALL THE 
CONFUSION. 


OF 
ALL THE 
DECEPTICONS 
WE KNOW WERE 
PRESENT, ONLY 
ONE |S UN- 
ACCOUNTED 


« 


GIVEN THE 
SHEER NUMBER OF 
THEM IT SHOULD HAVE 
BEEN TRICKIER TO FIGURE 
OUT WHO, BUT SINCE THOSE 
THREE ARE PRACTICALLY 
INSEPARABLE, HIS 
ABSENCE WAS EASY 
TO SPOT 
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EVES IN THE AIR "ne EE THE THIS WILL BE OVER BEFORE 
AWAY FRO 

SECURING THIS LINE? IF YOU KNOW NT. 
WE LEFT JUST YOU WITH 

THESE DECEPTICONS, 

I DOUBT THEY COULD 

FIGHT THE TEMPTATION 

TO OEP ine 


if 
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---BOMBSHELL! 


WHEN YOURE HARD-HEADED TO THE POINT OF INGUBORDINATION, 
IT MEANS YOURE DETERMINED. BUT WHEN YOU STEADFASTLY 
REFUSE TO TALK ABOUT SOMETHING AT ALL, IT MEANS 
YOURE OBSESSED- YOU AND SUNSTREAKER ARE 

VERY ALIKE IN THAT REGARD. 


OKAY, HE HAD IT < 
COMING, |S THAT WHAT 
YOU WANT ME TO SAY? HE 

DESERVED EVERYTHING HE 

GOT, AND THEN SOME. / 


HUNTER WASN'T LIKE 
EXPLAIN THIS TO ME: YOU US, PROWL. WE’VE WAGED 
AND HUNTER BARELY EVEN MET, THIS WAR FOR MILLENNIA. Z 
AND RATCHET HAD SUCCESSFULLY 


WE’RE HARD TO K/LL- HARDLY 
REMOVED ANY CONNECTION MATTERS WHAT YOU DO TO US. 
HE ONCE HAD TO SUN-- AS LONG AS WE STILL HAVE A 
BRAIN MOPULE OR SPARK 
CORE, WE CAN BE BROUGHT 
BACK. AND I HAVE NEVER, EVER’ 
DONE ANYTHING THAT WOULD 


THINGS THAT WE WOULDN?T EVEN 

DESPITE THIS, THROUGH ALL THE 

DEFECT DID TO HIM, BOMBSHELL 

HUNTER STAYED '- MADE CERTAIN HE’D SUFFER- 


“ANYTHING BOMBSHELL HAS SAID 
TO THE CONTRARY |S JUST HIM 


FOR HIM PROBABLY SUITS THEM 
2 BOTH TO THE GROUND. 


“SO THIS INCIDENT HAD 
NOTHING AT ALL TO DO 
WITH WHAT HAPPENED TO 


HUNTER O'NION?” \ A 


THIS MAY COME 
AS A SHOCK TO YoU, 


IT IS THE FINDING OF THIS INQUEST THAT THE DECEPTICON 
BOMBSHELL WAS STILL AN ACTIVE FARTICIFANT OF WAR 
AT THE TIME OF THIS INCIDENT, AND THAT AUTOBOT SIDESWIPE 
USED NO METHODS IN APPREHENDING HIS ENEMY WHICH 
CONTRAVENE THE RULES OF ENGAGEMENT AS SPECIFIED BY 
THE TYREST ACCORL- NO nea DISCIPLINARY 4 
ACTION WILL BE TAKEN. ’ : , 3 ; 
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SIDESWIPE, BUT I DO KNOW 
HOW YOU FEEL- 


EVEN RATCHET 
PASSED FIXING 
BOMBSHELL UP OVER 
TO FIXIT BECAUSE HE 


COULDN'T BRING HIM- © Moon Human Alliance 
SELF TO DO IT. OF 
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YOU SAID 
A LITTLE EARLIER 
THAT YOU WANTED 
TO CHANGE. 
WELL, 
DON?T. 


Dark of the Moon 
Robo Power Bash Bots Series 01 


DESPITE A FEW BLEMISHES ON YOUR . THIS CURRENT 
RECORD, YOURE A PRACTICAL SOLDIER- ANDI ~ SITUATION IS A STALE- 
THINK YOU UNDERSTAND THAT SIX MILLION YEARS OF MATE AT BEST, DON’T 
HOSTILITY DOESNT JUST VANISH OVERNIGHT. THERE ARE YOU AGREE? 
TOO MANY OF US ACTING LIKE THIS WAR IS OVER WHEN / 
ALL IT’S DONE IS MOVED TO A NEW ARENA. ou 


SO HERE’S WHAT 
I WANT TO HAPPEN. YOU 
AND L ARE GOING TO KEEP 
THIS PLACE IN CHECK. I’M 
ASSIGNING YOU AS A PEACE- 
EEPER, YOULL BE ON THE 
GROUND, DEALING WITH NAIL UN- 
REST. BUT MORE IMPORTANTLY, 
KEEPING THE DECEPTICONS IN 
THEIR PLACE. AND YOULL 
REPORT DIRECTLY 
TO Mi 


New Costumes 


Catwoman 1/4 Seale 
Museum Quality Statue 


1/6 Scale Movie Masterpiece 
Iron Man Mark II Armor Unleashed Version 


LET BUMBLEBEE 
PLAY THE LONG GAME 
IF HE LIKES. HERE AND 
NOW, IF THE DECEPTICONS 
GET THEIR FOOT IN THE DOOR 
OF THE NEW REGIME 
WE’RE GOING TO HAVE TO 
BUILD, THEN NOTHING Lo 
_ WILL CHANGE- / 
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BINARY BONDING - the interface between organic life and non-biological extra-terrestri- 
al mechaforms. 
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Introduction 


Binary bonding is the name given to a technological process that merges an organic being with a Cybertronian. 
This can occur in a variety of different manners, each offering their own benefits and dangers to both partners 
involved. 


Binary bonding has at times been considered necessary for a range of reasons including both diplomatic 
and military expediency. The process itself was developed under morally ambiguous circumstances and was 
ultimately rushed into use without full testing as a short-term solution to an immediate problem. The longer term 
consequences of the technology were unconsidered at the time and ultimately lead to the abandonment of the 
technology. 


History 


Although the first systematic application of binary bonding occurred on the planet Nebulos, the precursors to the 
technology were noted prior on the planet Earth. 


The Autobot scientist Brainstorm led a small exploratory team to this world and performed numerous experiments 
on the native organic life — then a novelty for homeworld Cybertronians. They were aided in this by the human 
governmental organisation the Intelligence and Information Institute (Ill). In exchange for advanced Autobot 
weapons and technology III supplied a study stream of human subjects for the Autobots to study. Increasingly 
over time Brainstorm’s experiments focused on creating hybrids between humans and Cybertronians to be used 
as a military advantage back on the homeworld. 


Early prototypes of merged organic physiology and Cybertronian technology resulted in enhanced humans such 
as Circuit Breaker. This particular individual used her new powers to capture Earth-bound Cybertronians who 
were then ‘enlisted’ into Brainstorm’s various experiments. Unfortunately the process came at high price as the 
mental stability of these early test human test subjects soon broke down. In the case of Circuit Breaker this was 
somewhat offset due to her direct mental merging with a hastily assembled mechanoid constructed from parts of 
the super-warrior Superion — himself a mental amalgam of five individual Autobots. 


Brainstorm and his team left Earth returning to Cybertron and eventually found themselves colonising the planet 
Nebulous. Their recent Earth experiments bore immediate fruit as they adapted to their new home. 


Circumstances conspired against Brainstorm forcing him to reveal the true extent of his experiments to his 
commander, Fortress Maximus. While concealing their suspect origin Maximus offered them to the Nebulans 
as a way to combat a Decepticon battle unit recently arrived on the planet under the command of the war lord 
Scorponok. 


With the aid of Arcana, a Nebulan techno-terrorist, some of the immediate imperfections and flaws in the process 
were rapidly ironed out. Five Nebulans then rapidly underwent cybernetic alteration that prepared them not only 
to physically merge with a Cybertronian, but mentally as well. Their bodies were upgraded using prototype micro- 
master armour and transformation architecture allowing a more battle ready and cosmetically pleasing format to 
the merge. 


The merged combination of Nebulan and Cybertronian proved itself beyond expectation in combat, with the 
participants now out-performing their opponents by several orders of magnitude. With the battle won and the 
Decepticons in full retreat the Nebulans returned to a rapturous welcome from their fellow citizens. 


Although the success of the binary bonding procedure continued to pay dividends in terms of military prowess it 
increasingly proved divisive and ultimately poisonous to Nebulan society. The Five were initially hailed as heroes, 
but opinion rapidly turned to suspicion and distrust. It became clear that their priorities, methods and agendas had 
been altered by the mental merge with their Autobot partners. 


While struggling to comprehend their own changes they were confronted with the presentation of binary bonded 
Decepticons. The Decepticons out of a sense of desperation hastily duplicated the process as best they could 
regardless of the dangers they already saw emerging. With so-called Headmasters now operating on both sides 
of an escalating conflict it was the planet and its native inhabitants who were now paying the price as their cities 
and cultural monuments became war zones. 


In an effort to limit the mental difficulties within the Headmaster process binary binding technology was repurposed 
to make use of Cybertronian weapons instead of individuals themselves. Although the resultant Targetmaster 


partnerships were less beneficial in terms of combat upgrades, ultimately they proved the more successful and 
long-term partnership due to the purposeful distancing of full mental amalgamation involved. 


As the war on Nebulos continued it became obvious to non-participants that the technology was now out of control 
and the individuals involved beyond hope of recovery. The converted Nebulans themselves eventually came to 
realise this as well. Using their new positions of authority within the ranks of both Autobots and Decepticons they 
ordered their respective armies away from Nebulos and towards Earth. 


En route the potential to augment all warriors on both sides was considered by both Autobot and Decepticons. 
Negotiations between the two sides concluded that due to the hazardous nature of the resultant merges there 
would be no further binary bonded creations for either side on the new world. 


However, much to the surprise of the Decepticons, the Autobots violated this agreement within days of arriving 
at Earth when Fortress Maximus bonded with a Earth native after his Nebulan companion expired. Under the 
terms of their new treaty the Autobots were forced to transfer much of their reserves of energy and materials to 
the Decepticons as an act of recompense. This left the Decepticons flush with resources for operations and new 
technology development. During this time Maximus’ Autobots were barely able to deploy combat units, severely 
affecting many of their early operations on Earth. 


Meanwhile on Cybertron the unauthorised disappearance of Scorponok’s battle unit had not gone unnoticed and 
two further Decepticons were sent to Nebulos to demand answers. Arriving at the planet after Scorponok had 
departed, Darkwing and Dreadwind sought to extract information from the planets political leaders. 


Unfortunately for them the intervening time between encounters had given the nominally peaceful Nebulans time 
to activate a planet wide strategy designed to eliminate Transformers. A two-pronged approach not only negated 
the usefulness of non-renewable energy sources on the planet, but also replaced previous energy sources with a 
new type of fuel that the Nebulans called ‘Nucleon’ — a fuel that was designed to be toxic to Cybertronian circuitry. 
At the same time it allowed the ruling Council of Peers to contain a growing undercurrent of black market dealings 
in Transformer-derived technology, resolidifying their political power. 


One of the scientists behind Nucleon was also involved in the illicit supply of Transformer technology. He used the 
Nebulans new found complacency to attempt to seize new technology from the now energy drained Decepticons. 
Stealing miniature Nucleon reactor chambers he reengineered both his own and a criminal partner's bodies. 
Integrating the reactors into their exo-skeletal structures, they could binary bond with the Decepticons, supplying 
them with filtered Nucleon energy and boosting their power levels far beyond their original limits. 


Eventually a small squadron of Autobots returned to the planet on an unconnected mission. After undergoing the 
new Powermaster binary bonding process themselves they drove the Decepticons off-world with the aid of newly 
constructed copy of the legendary Autobot leader Optimus Prime. 


Gradually over time the Nebulans who were bonded to the various Transformers died either in battle or from the 
effects of binary bonding itself, leaving only a handful left. 


One of these, Hi Q, mentally merged with the Optimus Prime copy and subsequently outlived Prime — the only 
recorded example of a Nebulan surviving the destruction of a companion Transformer. This resultant being was 
physically recast into another copy of Optimus Prime by the Last Autobot in a process that apparently eliminated 
the last traces of Hi Q himself. 


The last confirmed appearance of a binary bonded Nebulan was shortly after the discovery of the Cybertronian 
Empire at the end of the 20th century. While the Empire was invading Cybertron the Autobots were attempting to 
negotiate peace with the Star Formers, one of the many Empire sects. In a desperate ploy to convince the Star 
Formers of the worth of organic life the Autobot Chromedome converted his head back into Stylor - its Nebulan 
form. Although the Star Formers and their Leige Centuro Thunderclash were delighted with this demonstration 
they remained unconvinced of the worth of organics and under new orders from the Leige Maximo, Chromedome 
and his Obliterator companion Pyro were taken into custody. Chromedome (and Stylor’s) fate remain unknown. 


Records of binary bonded partners beyond this date are sketchy, but what is clear is that they were mostly a 
regretted anomaly within 30 years of their initial creation. 


Technology 
e Headmasters 


A Headmaster is the result of a physical and mental amalgam of both an organic partner and a Cybertronian. 
Distinctive benefits of the Headmaster process derive from the increased capacity and range of cognitive abilities 
in the resulting entity. 


The calculating, systematic processes of the technological brain are enhanced with the intuitive, top-down 
information filtering capabilities of the organic mind. This dramatically increases battlefield performance and insight 
off the battlefield. The process also allows the created entity to draw on the rich and diverse life experiences and 
histories of two unique beings. 


The merging of the two into one so completely is however the most volatile and unpredictable of all binary bonding 
formats. Headmaster mental merges are rarely total and often unsustainable. The two minds can fail to fall into 
line with each other resulting in debilitating internal mental conflicts. Factors affecting the success of the merge 
include the psychological background and mindsets of participants. However even the worst of partnerships has 
been known to function at levels above and beyond those of the individual when under high pressure or faced 
with a shared singular priority such as in battle. Some partnerships can eventually deliberately forego a full mental 
merge and instead find a working balance between the two distinct minds now sharing the same head. 


Tragically cases of persistent mental discontinuity in Headmasters can only be solved by the eventual dominance 
of one mind over the other (usually the Cybertronian over the organic) resulting in the effective mental death of 
the other partner as the survivor continues to reap the benefits of the partnership. 


° Targetmasters 


In the Targetmaster partnership the organic partner forms a processing core within the operational system of a 
Cybertronian weapon system. 


The organic is able to make use of more intuitive understandings of the weapon's systems in order to optimise and 
calibrate weapon energy usage and cooling systems. This enables heavy weapons to be constructed on a much 
smaller scale than normal and with increased performance reliability. 


In addition the organic core enhances the Cybertronian partner's own abilities in target selection and tracking. The 
resulting combination of computerised and organic weapon aiming boosts a Targetmaster’s accuracy far beyond 
the level of a standard soldier. 


This increase in accuracy combined with a heavy weapon ensures that Targetmasters are notorious and feared 
on the battlefield. The nature of the non-direct system interface of this binary bonding type also means that 
Targetmasters are not limited to a single partner, allowing combinations of multiple weapon systems to be deployed 
on a single Targetmaster platform. 


Although usually carried by hand it is also possible to mount Targetmaster weapons onto hard points on the 
Cybertronian, typically in vehicle configurations. This increases weapon response times but sacrifices a degree 
of targeting flexibility. 


e Powermasters 


Itis commonly assumed that Powermasters derive their energy directly from their cybernetically enhanced organic 
partners. This and other myths such as the inability to transform without their partners have been deliberate 
circulated by Powermasters in order to keep their true abilities shrouded in some level of secrecy. 


In truth the organic partner is not an energy source in itself, but instead is an energy regulator and purifier for the 
Cybertronian partner. The energy source that the Powermaster uses is derived from an array of compact nucleon 
power packs - typically carried on the back of the organic partner. The organic serves to regulate and distribute 
safely the otherwise toxic nucleon energy around the Cybertonian’s energy distribution grid. 


The technologically assisted rapid regeneration of organic body tissues allows much of the dangerous high 
energy radiation from nucleon to be safely removed from the fuel before it is injected into the Cybertronian. In 
Cybertronians where nucleon is used without the aid of binary bonding numerous side effects have been noted 
including the inhibition or alteration of critical circuitry, degradation of cognitive neuro-architecture and in some 


cases death. 


Long-term use of the Powermater process is the most irreversible of all the binary bonding process to date. In its 
end stages it becomes dangerous and then impossible to separate the two partners. This is because each partner 
gradually infiltrates the vital systems of the other in a reaction catalysed by the nucleon energy being used. This 
occurs in all systems including the circuits and pathways of the brain, merging the two partners mentally often 
without recognition until the process has neared completion. For this reason it is strongly encouraged to maintain 
physical separation between Powermaster partners whenever the situation allows. 


Unfortunately once initially bonded the Cybertronian is incapable of processing standard fuels such as energon 
or chemical-based substitutes resulting in continued use of the organic partner for survival. 


The tactical advantages of nucleon powered troops ensures that Powermasters and their abilities are rarely far 
and never absent from the frontline of a Cybertronian army. 


e Godmasters 
Godmasters are a potential end result of the Powermaster process. 


When Powermasters are near the final stage of merging they become totally co-dependent on each others vital 
systems for continued survival. If either partner is forcibly removed by chance or by combat from the other it 
results in the slow death of both. The organic typically dies from excess nucleon build up and the Cybertronian 
from increasing energy depletion and neural shock. 


This process however leaves the technological components of both partners functional. In some cases it has 
been shown that a new compatible organic partner enhanced with the original organic partner's armour can 
successfully merge with and reactivate the Cybertronian’s body, utilising the complementary bio-mechanical 
pathways set up in both bodies during the Powermaster merging process. 


These reactivated Cybertronian’s often exhibit miraculous-like displays of energy use and physical feats. In truth 
these are simply periods of hyper-nucleon fuelling courtesy of their organic partners who need not be concerned 
about damaging the host body's neural circuitry with overdoses of unmoderated nucleon energy. These ‘zombie’ 
Cybertronians are completely under the control of their Powermaster partners, exhibiting no life of their own or 
initially signs of their previous personalities. 


Over time it has been noted that original the Cybertronian’s personality traits do begin to emerge and it has been 
hypothesised that some form of full mental reactivation of the Cybertronian might be possible. In such cases it 
is thought that both partners may be able to separate permanently as the new organic component is used as a 
template by the Cybertronian's repair systems to adapt to the original Powermaster modifications and nucleon fuel 
source. Such Cybertronians would preserve their Powermaster nucleon enhanced powers with no side effects, 
but lose much of their hyper-nucleon Godmaster abilities. 


Summary 


Even if the events that expediate the integration of organics into Cybertronian hardware and systems are politically 
or socially advantageous they tend to only be short term gains. 


The necessary augmentation of the organic partner tends to result in social and cultural isolation from their 
originating societies. 


Forced or coerced participation of organics into this process has typically resulted in ill fitting partnerships, degraded 
benefits and mental instability for both partners. Attempts by organics to subvert or control Cybertronians via the 
binary bonding process have rarely been successful, resulting only in permanent mental corruption to the organic 
component. In the long term the partnership also typically becomes dominated by the Cybertronian component. 


For these reasons and others binary bonding is recommended only as a method of last resource. Even then 
it should be limited to willing participants on both sides. Efforts should also be undertaken to physically part 
participants at regular intervals whenever possible. 
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SO, I GUESS 
PLL DO SOME KIND 
OF INTROPUCTION 

AND WE CAN EDIT 
IT LATER? 


NO EDITS. I 
RECORD FACT AND 
TRUTH AS IT HAPPENS, 
UNBIASED ARCHIVING 
OF HISTORICAL DOCU- 

MENTATION IN IT’S 
PUREST FORM- 


BUT WE AREN'T MAKING q\7 I DONT 
A HISTORICAL RECORD HERE. CARE. NOBODY 
IT'S SUPPOSED TO BE MORE MAIN- MESSES WITH MY 


STREAM - ENTERTAINING! LIKE ‘ 
A BIO-PIC OR DOCU-DRAMA. J MASIENS: 


OKAY, OKAY. 
CAN L AT LEAST GET 
COPIES TO EDIT FOR 
DISTRIBUTION? 


THAT’S 
DO-ABLE- 


GREETINGS, 
My FELLOW MECHA- 
NOIDS, AND WELCOME , : 
TO THE FIRST OF WHAT } . IAM 
PROMISES TO BE A TRULY : 
IMPORTANT AND GENRE- 
SHAPING SERIES 


BRAINSTORM, THE 
VY LEGENDARY GENIUS AND 
GREATEST, MOST PROLIF- 
IC ENGINEER AND SCIEN- 
TIST CYBERTRON HAS 
> EVER KNOWN. 


OF VID-CASTS! 


ASIDE FROM 
WHEELTACK, 
PERCEFPTOR, 

SKYFALL..- 


\ SF 2 


--HEROICALLY 
DECIDING TO ACCOM- 
PANY THE CREW OF THE 


SS 
Soe coretmeoess LOST LIGHT ON IT’S 
DP SS3 CONTROVERSIAL MAIDEN 


VOYAGE, I HAVE AGREED 
| TO ALLOW PROMINENT AUTO- 
PA BOT ARCHIVIST REWIND TO 
DOCUMENT MY EXPLOITS IN 
\\\ THE HOPES THAT IT WILL 


; INSPIRE FUTURE 
= 
™~ 
\-2 


“ALLOW”? L 
SEEM TO RECALL 
THAT IT WAS YOU 
WHO PESTERED 

ME INTO-- 


REWIND, LIVE 
UP TO YOUR NAME 
AND LET’S TAKE IT 

FROM THE TOF 


THAT I DON’T LIKE IT WHEN 
HISTORY IS DRAMATISED. 
|] REMEMBER THAT SERIAL THEY 
|| _MADE THAT WAS SET BEFORE 
EH THE WAR? ‘THE ADVENTURES OF 
B| SENTINEL PRIME?? WHERE THEY 
TURNED HIM INTO THAT BIG- 
CHINNED, SHIELD-SLINGING 
ICON OF TRUTH, JUSTICE 
AND THE IACONIAN ( 


_--ALL D?M SAYING IS \ 


I HATED 
THAT SHOW! J 


---‘CAUSE 
THAT’?S THE KIND 
OF DEDICATED 
GvUy T AM! 


WELL, KINDLY DO IT ELSEWHERE- 
NOT BEING SCHEDULED IN THE 
LAB IS THE SAME AS BEING UN- 
AUTHORISED, DUE TO THE 
DELICATE NATURE OF SOME 
PROJECTS. YOU KNOW 

T 


AND HERE WE ARE IN THE LABORATORY OF THE 
LOST LIGHT, MY LITTLE HAB AWAY FROM HAB. IF 1°M 
NOT OUT DIAGNOSING TRANSWARP ENGINE FAILURE OR 
FACING DOWN SPARK-EATERS, YOULL FIND ME HERE, 
MAKING REVOLUTIONARY ADVANCEMENTS IN ANY AND 
ALL SCIENTIFIC FIELDS YOU CAN THINK OF... AND 4 

EVEN SOME YOU CAN?T. BECAUSE I JUST 
DISCOVERED THEM. < 


~ 7 BRAINSTORM. 
TODAY |S YOUR 
SCHEDULED 
DAY OFF. 


LOG SOME TIME 
IN REGARD- 
LESS... 


Y WERE 
RECORDING 
A SERIES OF 
INFORMATIVE 


\{ 
| J 


a f 3 


OH, BELIEVE ME, PERCEPTOR, I KNOW 
ALL ABOUT THE SENSITIVITY OF SOME 
OF OUR WORK. WITH REWIND HERE, LET’S 
NOT GET INTO A STORM IN A KUF, 
SHALL WE? 


PERCEPTOR, 


1 
ag EVERYONE! SO, WHAT ARE Yh 


— v 
OFFICIALLY OUR | 4\8 YOU WORKING 
CHIEF SCIENTIFIC ADVISOR Nakata ON HERE? | 
BUT THAT JUST FREES ME UP re | A 
FOR THE REAL WORK! 


é \ ENHANCED \ 
|O-MOLECULAR 
: \ ADHESIVE POLYMER 
| oo COURSE. = 


\ NOT GLUE. A POTENTIAL 
PROTECTIVE COATING FOR 
OUR EXO-STRUCTURES. BEFORE 
WE LEFT CYBERTRON I MADE A 
POINT OF DOWNLOADING ALL OF 
THE SALVAGEABLE FILES OF 
ONGOING PROJECTS FROM 
KIMIA’S DATABASE. 


SINCE WE WERE 
VENTURING INTO THE 
UNKNOWN, I THOUGHT 
IT PRUDENT TO BE AS 
PREPARED AS 
POSSIBLE. 


AUXILIARY MEMORY CIRCUITS 
_IN MY CHEST; THEN- 


LI CAME ACROSS ONE OF QUICKMIX?S UNFINISHED EXPERIMENTS, 
WHICH WAS THIG- HE WAS WORKING ON A COMPOUND WHICH 
WOULD PROTECT US FROM THE DISSOLUTIVE EFFECTS OF 

GIDEON’S GLUE FROM THE BABU YAR INCIDENT. _ 


HAVING RECENTLY RECREAT- . 
ED THE SUBSTANCE TO THE LEVEL ; TO VISUAL 
QUICKMIX LEFT IT, T AM ALMOST READY STIMULATION! 
TO BEGIN TESTING IT WITH THESE Se 
CHEMICAL SOLVENTS- 


(vy 


7 PERCEPTOR, YOURE 
BORING MY AUDIENCE. IT’S A 
PROVEN FACT THAT PEOPLE 

RESPOND BETTER--- 


HEY, DON’T TRY AND 
LAY THIS ON ME! THE LABEL 
SAID IT WAS WATERS 


IT/g 
WATER. FROM THE 
OCEAN PLANET 
AQUARIA. 


AQUAR--? 


1 ~~ THIS WAS INTENDED TO BE A 
DID I 


CONTROLLED EXPERIMENT, TESTING 

GET ANY ON ) THE COMPOUND AGAINST SOLVENTS 

MY CASEPL/ FROM THE WEAKEST STRENGTH UP. 

EACH TEST WOULD BE IN SMALL DOSES, 

NOT. 17S \AND, THE COMPOUND GIVEN TIME TO DIS- 

NOT ON PLAYA REACTION. AFTER EACH TEST THE 
MY CASE COMPOUND WOULD BE DESTROYED 

wi AND RE-SYNTHESISED 
READY FOR-- 


EES 


BRAINSTORM JUST 
DUMPED THE MOST 
BA POTENT SOLVENT WE 


---YOU PILLOCK! WHY IN THE NAME OF YOMTOV’S 
TILTED FOUR-COLOUR SPECTRUM WOULD you 
BRING A SAMPLE OF THAT ON BOARD? 


ITS NOTORIOUSLY HIGH ACIDIC 
EFFECT ON CYBERTRONIAN ALLOYS 
MADE IT THE IDEAL FINAL / AND IT DIDNT 
TEST FOR THE OCCUR TO yOu 
COATING. THAT THIS KIND OF 
ACCIDENT MIGHT 
HAPPEN? AND 
PEOPLE SAY T°M 
GENOCIDAL! 


AT LEAST I DIDN'T ‘ 

JUST CRUSH THE ONLY \ 
CONTAINER WE HAD THAT IT 
COULDN’T EAT THROUGH. 


UM, GUYS? 


THIS 1F GOING 
TO STOP BEFORE 
IT REACHES THE 

HULL, RIGHT? 


SO BIG YOU 
HAVE TO MAKE 
EVERYONE 

AWARE 


WE HAD NOTHING 
TO CONTAIN IT HEY, 
WITH HASNT \ 
DLL THINKS ‘ 
OF SOMETHING 
3 A 
| | CAN REALLY WORK A 
NARRATIVE! 


- HE'S PROBABLY 
ON A COMM RIGHT NOW, 
INFORMING RODIMUS OF AN 
C EMERGENCY SITUATION AND 
\ 4 SHIFTING THE BLAME 
TO ME- 
YJ REWIND, 
i” My FRIEND, You NY 
WOULDPN’T UNDER- 
‘ STAND. JUST KNOW THAT, 
WHAT?S JA) THAT WHEN THIS THING /S 
THING, ANYWAY? YOURE panes Ete Bowed 
AWFULLY PROTECTIVE 
P OF IT. 4 WORTH ARCHIVING! 


“MATRIX FORBID 
HE ACTUALLY 

TRY AND HELP!” 

DECOMPRESSION |S THE BANE THAT CORRIDOR WA\ ‘L 

OF MODERN STORYTELLING. I LUCKY NO-ONE WAS CAUGHT 

} > UNDERNEATH! x 

WE NEED TO HEAD Ye 

we 

YOU THINK 


CREDIT MY AUDIENCE WITH THE 
INTELLIGENCE TO KEEP RLS | 
DOWN FIVE OR SIX 
MORE FLOORS- 
I7?'S THAT FAR 
AHEAD? 


\ xX NOT THIS 

\) FLOOR. 

NO, BUT WE 
NEED TO GIVE 

OURSELVES TIME TO 
PREPARE FOR 

WHEN IT /S- 4 


ABOUT THAT... | 
ANY THOUGHTS 
-YET? 


THIS IS BRAINSTORM! 
EMERGENCY SITUATION. 


TRAILBREAKER, WE NEED YOU 
DOWN HERE, LICKETY-SPLITL 


SOMEONE NEEDS TO COME Fr 
UP WITH A PLAN SC? IF THIS 

| — FAILS AND TRAILBREAKER 
=> lal »S 1S A NO-SHOW. 


SP \ ——T@ SEE IF I CAN 


FIND HIM. 

WHY YOU LOUSY, AMORAL, / HE IS 

SELF-CENTRED, LUBE-GUZZLING GETTING LISTED 
GEAR-STICK SUCKER! IN MY “WAR 


CRIMINALS? 
SECTION. 


~ 


OKAY, HE*S 
NOT GOING TO 
MAKE IT. GET 
BACK UNDER 


A es = : Ji 
—s Slee 4 xf ITL 
A 6 if I : ¢ alr 
% ; = PS EXCUSE ME, 
a4 BN BUT WHAT'S 
a a9, GOING ON? 
ff Ke v 
< \ | 


‘ana 
IN 
1. 


i 

»/ 
cz A ’ 
Shea og 


MORE GRADUALLY, SO THIS |S 
OUR ONLY OPTION. 


OF ALL 
THE CRAZY, BOLT- 
BRAIN 


ae a) eo YA 
2. 6 


PERHAPS I MIGHT SHED 
SOME ILLUMINATION ON THIS 
HAPPENSTANCE- 


YOU ENTERED THE LAB 
UNAUTHORISED. YOU INTER- 
FERED WITH A HAZARDOUS 

EXPERIMENT OUTSIDE OF IT’S 
CONTROLLED CONDITIONS. 
ALL \N THE NAME OF SHOW~ 
BOATING. 
BECAUSE 
OF OUR HISTORY, I WILL 
REPORT TO ULTRA MAGNUS 
THAT THIS WAS AN UNPRE- 
DICTED AND UNAVOIDABLE 
SIDE-EFFECT OF THE 
PROJECT... 


ey 


WELL, IT HOPE 
you pA YOUR 


iGON- 


L HAVE 
LEARNED NOT 
TO LISTEN 
TO YOU- 


7_-BUT MAKE NO MISTAKE, IF ANY= 
THING LIKE THIS HAPFENS. AGAIN, 
WILL NOT ONLY HAVE YOU 
BANNED FROM THE LAB, BUT I “ANYTHING TO SAY 10. 
WILL DO MY UTMOST TO HAVE, Guim YOUR ADORING FANG? 
YOU BOOTED OFF A 4 
THE SHIF- <\ a 
.f 


QUITE THE 
FIRST EPISODE, 
HUH? IF NOTHING ELSE, 
THIS HAS PROVEN Ex- 
ACTLY WHAT KIND OF 


a , a 


ONE'S A COP. ONE'S A SCIENTIST. ONE'S HOLDING HIS GUN UPSIDE DOWN. 
BUT WHEN THEY JOIN FORCES, THEY CAN ALL... 
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